AVALANCHE
"War against England must be declared within jive days,, on the 12th of August at the latest.'"                                ^
'How infernally energetic these Prussians are!' thinks Berchtold, still hoping to find some way of wriggling out of the difficulty. But when the 12th draws near, the English, with their usual politeness, help the Viennese out of their difficulty; they send Count Mensdorff home.
Next morning—it is August 13th, and Germany, who has gone into the war as Austria's second, has been fighting for a fortnight with fearful losses—the British Ambassador calls on Berchtold who, "with the courtesy which never leaves him, deplores the destiny" which is sending two such good friends to the battlefield to fight each other. When they run dry of ideas, diplomats are fond of falling back on destiny.
Bunsen, "with emotion in his voice," replies: "'Nor do we see any reason, however distant, for a conflict. May I beg Tour Excellency to express to His Majesty my profound gratitude for all the marks of friendship and consideration which I have received in the last eight months, and assure him of the profound respect of His Majesty the King, who regards His Majesty with deep veneration, and expresses the hope that the most regrettable state of war between Great Britain and the Monarchy may be of no long duration"
Berchtold: "/ am extremely perturbed at the thought that we find ourselves in conflict with England, as the ttvo countries are so near to one another, politically and morallyy by traditional sympathies and their common interests. Allow me to share your hope that this most regrettable state of war will be of no long duration, and that normal relations will soon be restored."
• Next day Austrian and English sailors were shooting one another dead in the Mediterranean under the flags of their respective rulers, who entertained such admiration for one another's persons. Millions were forced by their superiors ^ to hate one another from to-day onward, and tile majority actually believed that they did so; throughout whole decades this hatred, concocted by criminals, will,,orities of similar
